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Thank you, Mr. Chair,

Every year since 1994, Japan has submitted a resolution on the elimination of
nuclear weapons, laying out a pragmatic path towards the realization of a world free of

nuclear weapons. Every year, this resolution has been adopted by the General Assembly.

At the 10" NPT Review Conference in August, while the draft final document
was not adopted by consensus, States Parties reconfirmed the firm belief that
maintaining and strengthening the NPT, as the cornerstone of the global nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation regime, is in the interest of the international
community as a whole. In addition, we consider that the draft final document set forth
a new basis for the international community to advance realistic and practical

discussions towards nuclear disarmament.

The threat of nuclear weapons use today is higher than at any time since the
height of the Cold War. Despite these circumstances, we face both serious divergence
in approaches towards nuclear disarmament and a lack of mutual confidence in

international security, making it extremely difficult to cooperate in advancing our steps



towards a “world without nuclear weapons™.

Against this backdrop, at the NPT Review Conference this August, Prime
Minister Kishida of Japan announced the “Hiroshima Action Plan”, which is rooted in
five actions. This is offered as a first step of a realistic roadmap to span the gap between
the “ideal”, which is a world without nuclear weapons, and the “reality” of severe
security environment. Japan considers it necessary to indicate a roadmap towards
realizing a world without nuclear weapons and reinvigorate the momentum for this,
despite, or rather, because of these very difficult circumstances. Based on this idea, our
resolution this year, titled “Steps to building a common roadmap towards a world
without nuclear weapons”, proposes realistic and pragmatic actions, reflecting valuable

languages of the draft final document of the 10™ NPT Review Conference.

As the only country to have suffered atomic bombings during a war, Japan will
continue to make every effort towards the realization of a world free of nuclear weapons.

Japan hopes that this draft resolution will gain support from Member States.

I thank you, Mr. Chair.
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